
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
MAY 17, 2020 

10:30 A.M. 
 

Crescent Fort Rouge is a safe place for all people to worship regardless of 

race, creed, age, ability, cultural background, sexual orientation or gender expression 
Our mission is to invite all who would join us, to celebrate the inspiration 

 of the Holy Spirit, through worship, music, fellowship and outreach, 
to help us build a fairer and more joyful world 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TERRITORY 
 

We gather for work and worship on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, 
Oji-Cree, and Dakota nations, and the homeland of the Metis people. Long before 
adventurers, colonizers, settlers, refugees, or immigrants from other places came 
to the place we call Manitoba, the people of Canada’s first nations held this land 
as a sacred trust from the Creator. They offered assistance to the first travelers to 
this place and shared their knowledge for survival in what was at times a harsh 
climate.  May our relationships as settlers and Original Peoples be based in honour 
and deep respect. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE (SE Murray and others, adapted) 

 
Marc: We light this candle as a reminder that for us,  
   Jesus is the light of the world. 
 
 Voice 1: Jesus told us that we don't have to be afraid  
   of the dark,  
   because he will always be with us,  
   even until the end of time. 
 
Voice 2: The light shines in the darkness,  
   and the darkness has never put it out. 
 
 
 



Marc: Deep calls unto deep, 
   life calls unto life, 
   light calls unto light.  
 

Voice 3: And where the Spirit's flame bums bright, 
   where there is health and truth and light, 
   Christ is living, Christ is moving, 
   Christ will resurrect the world. 

 
 Voice 4: Our light may seem small and flickering,  
    But it bears the flame to another and another, 
    just as the flame of love is passed 
    from person to person.   

 

Voice 5: We are a rainbow people, and in all our diversity   
   Christ’s light shines through us, making us one 
 

Voice 6: Here is God's good kin-dom!   
 

A WORD ABOUT ST. ANDREWS COLLEGE 
 

During the early morning of Sunday, May 10th Grosvenor Park 
United Church, McClure United Church, and St. Andrews 
College were vandalised with homophobic graffiti. All three are 
members of Affirm United offering a public, intentional, and 
explicit welcome to LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit people. 
 
These acts have hurt and shocked our communities and leave 
us determined to continue our commitment to solidarity with 
the LGBTQIA+ community. As followers of Jesus we wish to 
practice compassion towards the vandal; we also stress the 
need for the police and our wider community to take these 
incidents seriously. As we deal with this very concerning 
experience, we offer our thanks to the community allies who 
have helped at this time. 



As communities of faith, we will follow up, collectively and 
individually, to identify next steps, clean up the sites, and care 
for all who are affected. We welcome the support of the wider 
community and we invite those who wish to decorate your 
sidewalks and walkways with chalk art sharing messages of 
compassion and love. 

 
AN INVITATION INTO CELEBRATION 
 

Even in the midst of doubt and darkness,  
 the light of God is shining in us, on us, and through us.  
 
God takes the world’s darkness 
 and re-creates a world filled with the joy of light and hope. 
 
God turns defeat into sudden victory, 
 and re-creates a world filled with the joy of peace. 
  

PRAYER 
 

We praise you, O God.  
 
You have been faithful and true,  
 through good times and bad.  
 
Forgive us for doubting  
 when we have not seen  
 your hand at work,  
 believing that you are  
 too distant to care  
 or too weak to act.  
 
 
 



Open our eyes, our ears, our minds,  
 our hearts to the glory  
 of what you are about  
 in this world. 
 
Open our hands  
 to both receive from you  
 and to reach out to others.  
 
Breathe into us  
 the new life of your Holy Spirit,  
 that we might breathe out  
 your good news.  
 
This we pray in the name of the One  
 who is our foundation: Jesus Christ. Amen!        
   

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us now offer together the words that Jesus’ taught us… 

 
WE HEAR AND REFLECT ON THE GOOD NEWS 

 
INTRODUCTION TO READING 
 

Jesus invites his disciples to show their love for him by obeying him, and he 
promises that the Holy Spirit will come to them and be in them, leading them into 
all truth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING John 14:15-21 
 

Jesus said to his disciples:  
 
If you love me, you will do as I command. Then I will ask the 
Father to send you the Holy Spirit who will help you and 
always be with you. The Spirit will show you what is true. The 
people of this world cannot accept the Spirit, because they 
don't see or know him. But you know the Spirit, who is with you 
and will keep on living in you.  
 

I won't leave you like orphans. I will come back to you. In a 
little while the people of this world won't be able to see me, but 
you will see me. And because I live, you will live. Then you will 
know that I am one with the Father. You will know that you are 
one with me, and I am one with you. If you love me, you will do 
what I have said, and my Father will love you. I will also love 
you and show you what I am like.  
 

A PARAPHRASE OF PSALM 66, James Taylor, Everyday Psalms 

 

We have been rejected and despised,  
 persecuted and punished, 
 but we have come out of our ordeal stronger. 
 
Once, we were simply a flood of frightened individuals; 
 we had nothing in common but fear. 
 
Now, we have become a people with a purpose;  
 our trials have unified us. 
 
We were the eternal victims; 
 we were captives and oppressed. 
 
 



Yet God brought us through to this new world. 
 We will repay God for keeping watch over us. 
 
From now on,  
 the best of everything we have  
 belongs to God. 
 
We made that promise when we were desperate;  
 we will keep our promise when we are well off. 
 
Without God, we would have nothing. 
 so we will tell our children,  
 and they will tell their children,  
 what God has done for us. 
 
We were lost and lonely, 
 a wandering people, unsure of our future, 
 and God responded to our plight. 
 
Even during the toughest of our trials, 
 we never felt that God had abandoned us. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO READING 

 
Paul preaches to the people of Athens, remarking on their many shrines, and 
using the shrine to the unknown god as a springboard, tells them about the God 
who is near to every person, and who has revealed God’s self to humanity in 
Jesus. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING Acts 17:22-31 
 

22-23 So Paul took his stand in the open space at the Areopagus 
and laid it out for them. “It is plain to see that you Athenians 
take your religion seriously. When I arrived here the other day, 
I was fascinated with all the shrines I came across. And then I 
found one inscribed, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. I’m here to 
introduce you to this God so you can worship intelligently, 
know who you’re dealing with. 
 
24-29 “The God who made the world and everything in it, this 
Master of sky and land, doesn’t live in custom-made shrines or 
need the human race to run errands. This God makes the 
creatures; the creatures don’t make this God. Starting from 
scratch, this God made the entire human race and made the 
earth hospitable, with plenty of time and space for living so we 
could seek after God, and not just grope around in the dark but 
actually find God.  
 
This God doesn’t play hide-and-seek with us. This God is not 
remote; This God is near. We live and move in this God, can’t 
get away from this God! One of your poets said it well: ‘We’re 
the God-created.’ Well, if we are the God-created, it doesn’t 
make a lot of sense to think we could hire a sculptor to chisel a 
god out of stone for us, does it? 
 

…The unknown is now known, and this God is calling for a 
radical life-change. This God has set a day when the entire 
human race will be judged and everything set right… 

 
 Let us hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
 

WE REFLECT 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017:22-31&version=CEB


WE RESPOND IN FAITH 
  
A READING  “The Avowal,” Denise Levertov 

 

As swimmers dare 
to lie face to the sky 
and water bears them, 
as hawks rest upon air 
and air sustains them; 
so would I learn to attain 
freefall, and float 
into Creator Spirit's deep embrace, 
knowing no effort earns 
that all-surrounding grace. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

What is our hope?   
 Simply put, it is that God does not give up on us.   
 
With such good news, 
 we can dare to bring our prayers to the One  
 Who will not cast aside our words or our hearts. 
 

WORDS OF AFFIRMATION 
 
God, even when it doesn't seem to do any good,  
 we dare to be your people, 
      to love those the world would have us reject; 
      to be just in the face of every reason to mistreat; 
   to be unafraid of whatever awaits us. 
 
 
 
 



When all the odds seem stacked against us,  
 we dare to live as your sisters and brothers, 
      serving others with our hands and hearts; 
      sharing in the burdens of our world; 
      refusing to leave justice orphaned with no hope. 
 
When the wind seems to be knocked out of us 
 by the blows of life,  
 we dare to breathe joy upon those 
       caught in the net of hopelessness; 
      peace into all the broken places around us; 
      wonder for all those who have lost sight of you. 
 
In you, we dare to live and breathe and be, 
 God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. 

AN INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP    Howard Carter, and others, adapted 

 Marc:  The God in whom we live move and have our being 
    knows us, loves us and sustain us. 
 
 Voice 1: God created the world and all that is in it, 
    knitted us together in our mother’s womb 
    made us in God’s own image 
    each one of us unique and individual-- 
    
 Voice 2: Crafted by the Architect of creation: 
    we are God's household, 
         our hearts a shelter for the outcast; 
           our hands open to the stranger. 
 
 Voice 1: We are God's people, 
           created in the divine image: 
    to tell others of God's love, 
           to offer mercy as freely as we have received it. 



 Voice 2: We are God's children, 
           called to give of ourselves: 
    chosen to serve the lost and lonely, 
           gifted to minister to a hurting world. 
 
 Marc:  Let us now offer ourselves, our gifts, and our talents 
    to God for the sake of the ones God loves. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR 

Today has been a hard day. 
 
Over the past weeks, I've come to understand that my body's 
primary stress response is to build the muscle tension in my 
upper body, especially in a band around my chest. Because of 
the way the muscles are being pulled, my shoulders are 
hunching inward. Exacerbated by what has become a 
shocking level of claustrophobia, all of the muscle tightening 
has hit me in a weird way... I struggle to get in much more than 
a shallow breath. Which, of course, adds to the stress when 
there is a pandemic virus that likes having fun in the lungs. 
 
Please note - I am ok. Really. 
 
I am meditating, taking my prayer time, doing what stretching 
and exercise are possible and, now, going for walks in the 
outside weather. 
 
I am talking with the people I need to talk with, including my 
therapist and physician. (Thank God for their skills, and for the 
telephone!) 
 
I'm reading and singing (by myself!) and entertaining my 
neighbours with my dancing around the condo. 
 



I'm able to do the Moderator's ministry, and all that jazz, 
though at a definitely slower pace than I'm used to. 
 
But I'm writing this because I want people to realize - all of us 
are living in a time and space where all of our body's alert 
signals have been ringing for months, and that has a huge 
effect on each and every one of us. The ongoing nature of this 
is going to effect our mental health, our physical capacity, and 
the effectiveness of our coping mechanisms. 
 
Those alarm bells aren't going to stop any time soon. Even as 
the various provincial health officers are cautiously allowing 
changes to how we have been living, the virus is as present, 
and as dangerous, as it was in February. We will continue to 
need to be on guard - and being constantly on guard will 
continue to be an added stressor on our minds and our bodies. 
 
Take care of yourselves. 
 
Take care of the people around you. 
 
As Jesus put it, "Love God with all that you are... and love your 
neighbour as you love yourself." 
 
or, in the words of Dr. Bonnie Henry, BC's Public Health 
Officer, "Be kind. Be calm. Be safe." 

A READING—“You Are Loved”—Richard Bott 

You may be tired; 
you may be frustrated; 
you may be stressed, or anxious, 
challenged, isolated, or confined; 
you may be feeling small or forgotten, 
sad, sore, or numb; 



you may be one of these things, 
or some of them, 
all of them or none... 
but, hear this - 
in the midst of all of that, 
you are most definitely one thing more. 
You are loved. 
You are loved by a Love that is forever, 
a Love that will never let you go, 
a Love that loves regardless of "worth," 
regardless of "name," or "face," or "standing." 
Oh, friend... 
no matter what, remember - 
you are loved. 
 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN  
 

Eternal God, we thank you for Jesus, who brought hope to the 
distressed, promise to the despairing, and healing to the 
afflicted. In him there is the gift of life eternal to all who believe. 
We thank you for your Holy Spirit, who calls us to labor. As 
Christ is the vine, you name us the branches and send us forth 
to bear much fruit. 
 
Let love lead us to be more forgiving, and add to love the 
discipline to be a reconciling force in the world. When enemies 
taunt us, assure us of your presence as we seek patience and 
inner strength. Amid tensions caused by misunderstanding, 
suspicion, or lack of trust, send your Spirit of insight and hope. 
Help us make the first move toward those we have offended, 
forsaking our pride in seeking peace. 
 
 
 



Let love lead us to be more daring. Give us the boldness to 
speak out on behalf of the voiceless. Let us not be afraid to 
venture into dark places, or into situations in which we are not 
in control. Fill us with the confidence that you will not desert us, 
the assurance that what we do is in accord with your will. Keep 
us from becoming frustrated by the many faces of evil, and set 
our sights on those injustices that we can overcome. 
 
Let love lead us to be more trusting. Give us the faith to make 
Christ supreme in our lives. Help us translate our words of 
confession into acts of compassion, our desire to be faithful 
into deeds of obedience. Your love does indeed work wonders. 
Work now in us, so that others may behold your love. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF BLESSING AND SENDING  
      

May the love of God be the strength  
 of our minds and hearts. 
 
May the grace of Christ be the salve  
 for our bruises and wounds. 
 
May the friendship of the Spirit be the joy  
 of our resilient souls. 
 
Now and ever more. Amen. 


