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By the time you read this newsletter most of you will know that on    
April 29 I read a letter to the congregation 
requesting a change in pastoral relations for the 
purpose of retirement effective April 30, 2019.          
The thought process for this decision has been long and somewhat difficult. 
It is clear to me that I am ready for retirement from full time ministry, 
having been engaged in some form of ministry for 37 years. What is not so clear at the moment, is what 
retirement will look like. However, I expect clarity will come over the next year or so as I look at a 
variety of options. Whatever happens, I am looking forward to new opportunities to spend time with 
family and friends and enjoying a morning coffee as I look at the weeds in my back yard. 

Before then, however, there is a year for all of us to move through. I anticipate there will be a number of 
“this is the last time…” statements. Some of them will be said joyfully and others with great sadness. 
Some of these statements will be said by me, others will be said by you.  I also expect that the year to 
come will sometimes seem like it is flying by way too quickly, and at other times will seem to be 
dragging on and on as decisions are made about future plans for the congregation. 

This is not an easy time in the church. Changes are happening all over the place. Church structure and 
processes are shifting and sometimes it is all very confusing.  Among these changes are processes for 
looking for and calling new ministers. I hope we can all be patient with these changes and view them as 
new opportunities. In many ways, I believe Crescent Fort Rouge UC has already done a fair bit of the 
work that needs to happen in the process for finding a new minister. We have identified areas of 
ministry that are important to us and we have put in motion some ways of doing this ministry. We have 
a pretty good sense of what our resources are and what some of our weaknesses are. That is a good start. 

As we move forward, let us do so with a sense of thankfulness for what has been – but also for what will 
be. And let us move forward in faith – faith in knowing that we do not go into the future alone. Whatever 
lies ahead, that which is holy and sacred goes with us. 

Blessed be. 

Ministry Message  
Irene Greenwood 

Please join us for worship -  
Sundays at 10:30 am 

Crescent Fort Rouge United Church 
“Nurturing the Spirit” 

 

Annual Meeting 
Programs ~ June 3 



The past year has been very exciting at Crescent Fort Rouge UC. Our many concerts, plays, and 
fundraising efforts have been very successful. We have made great strides to making our church viable 
into the future. PATH 2 has obtained $54,000 in funding which turned our feelings of hope to action in 
helping to improve the way we deliver activities at our church. Please attend the various PATH 2 
meetings in order to give your opinion on how these funds should be used. It sure was exhilarating when 
the minister for St. Matthews Maryland Community Ministry attended our service to mention that they 
receive the most donations of food and money for their cupboards from our church, showing just what 
caring and compassionate people we have in our congregation. It was decided by the congregation to use 
our bequest to replace the funds in accounts which were used in the past to keep our church operating, 
thus giving us a more stable financial foundation. 

It has been my honour to serve as your Chair for the past two years and hope that my efforts have 
helped our church move forward into an exciting future. 

Check In with the Chair    Murray Gibbings, Leadership Team Chair 
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Thanks Murray! 

From The Pew 
Dorian Phillips 

From 
the 

Summer is here! 

▪ We can go outside and not freeze – yes!  
▪ We can enjoy trees, flowers, birds returning and the fresh air - all God’s beautiful creation to enjoy and 
cherish.  
▪ We can take a quiet, reflective walk in a park.  
▪ Or we can go on a family bike race down to the ice cream store. 
 
Children enjoy FREEDOM from school! They can experience fun with friends, learn about friendships, 
nature, street smarts and so much more. 

Family Vacations - Whether that means going to a different country or a game day in our back yard, 
family vacations allow us to make memories and reconnect as a family. We can forget our cares for a 
while and enjoy! Family vacations that did go according to plan or did not, always go smoothly. They 
give us all stories to tell and memories that will last a lifetime and be conversation pieces forever! 
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A Note from the Treasurer       Debbie Girard 

The Utility of Utilities: 
 
Paying bills is never fun, but it helps to remember that a "boring" expense like electricity is a means, not 
an end. Running water, heat and light enable us to use our beautiful old building in our ministry to our 
community. We couldn't host dementia workshops and movement classes for seniors if we didn't have a 
heated space to hold them in. Messy Church would be a lot messier if the kids couldn't wash their hands 
after making crafts. And our art show wouldn't be nearly as inspiring if the lights were off and no one 
could see the artwork! 
 
Thanks to contributions to Local Church, we are able to not only keep the lights on but also keep sharing 
God's love in the world. 

Finance Committee Update This Quarterly Financial Update was prepared by 
the Finance Committee to show you the financial 
health of our church.  

Please note: 

Fundraising is now being shown as a net income with the expenses removed. 

Grants have been received to be used for special PATH 2 projects. 

Donations to Mission and Service continue to be generous. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 
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Dr. Shannon Prud’homme, daughter of Elizabeth 
& Jerry Prud'homme, has been appointed 
President of Doctors Manitoba for a one-year term 
beginning May 4, 2018. In 2000, she completed 
her family residency and then for nine years did 
locum coverage for over 40 communities 
throughout Manitoba. In 2009 she started 
working in Treherne, Manitoba. She enjoys being 
a country physician. She has served on several 
committees and is now taking her MBA through 
the Asper School of Business. Her family is so 
very proud of her.  

Congregational News 

Pssst – Seniors’ Programming – 
Spread the Word 

With funding from The Winnipeg Foundation, 
CFRUC is embarking on an initiative to 
create more opportunities for seniors in the 
community to be involved in meaningful 
activities that help them learn, stay active 
and healthy, and connect with others. This is 
part of our PATH 2 plan to reach out beyond 
our own congregation, and work with and 
involve the surrounding community.  

We have engaged Cheryl Calverley to plan 
and coordinate two to three activities per 
month beginning in May. Cheryl is a retired 
teacher with lots of experience working with 
seniors. Her love of organization has led her 
to provide services to organize and declutter 
people’s homes. She also assists seniors with 
gardening, among other pursuits. 

To kick off a “season” of seniors’ activities 
here at CFRUC, Cheryl herself will lead a 
session on 
Conquering Clutter. 
She will offer tips and 
tools to help you control 
your clutter, create 
more usable space in 
the closets and cupboards in your home or 
apartment, and provide you with names of 
places that would love to get some of the 
items you’ve been hanging onto. You will be 
amazed at how many uses there are for items 
you no longer need. The FREE session will be 
held at CFRUC from 1:00 to 2:00 pm on 
Tuesday May 22.  
 
Please register by May 18th 
by calling the church office, so that an 
appropriate amount of 
supplies and refreshments can be 
arranged. AND encourage a friend or two to 

register with you.  
 

We are currently developing a 
communication / advertising strategy for our 
Seniors’ Programming, but especially as we 
get this started we need your help to 
spread the word to friends and 
neighbours who may be interested. Tell 
them about this first session and watch our 
website and emails for a schedule of future 
seniors’ offerings that Cheryl is planning on a 
variety of topics and with a variety of 
presenters.  

Passages 

In Memoriam 

January 7 ● Gladys Penner  

March 31 ● June Anderson  

January 18 ● Audrey Bohm 

THANKS to all who participated in this spring’s 
Safeway Gift Card Fundraiser. Our total sales 
amounted to $16,170. From that we will see a 
benefit to CFRUC of $808.50. Look for the fall 
sale of these cards in late October / early 
November. At that time we can make up to 8% of 
sales. When that comes around, think about 
inviting other family, friends and neighbours to 
order cards too. 
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CFRUC BOOK CLUB              
20th Anniversary 

20 years of reading & discussing 

In 1998 the idea was put forward to have a 
CFRUC Book Club and within no time it was 
underway. Twenty years later, the “Book Club” is 
still meeting. We had talked about coming up 
with a name for it. We never did. It is still just the 
Book Club. 

The idea was to focus on Canadian authors but 
not exclusively. We agreed to focus also on novels 
but not exclusively. While those two foci remained 
we have read and discussed a wide diversity of 
other books. Starting with Guy Vanderhaege’s,  
The Englishman’s Boy we have selected books 
from the classic English novels to very 
contemporary works – biography, religion, 
contemporary culture, mystery, public affairs and 
more. In recent years we have read several books 
with an Indigenous Peoples story. One of those 
books was Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese 
which has just opened as a feature movie. 

Our founding members were: Laureen & John 
Bulman, June and the late Walter Cowan, Diane 
and Bill Gillis, Shirley and the late Don Hilton, 
the late Teddy and Jim Pugh, the late Jack 
Romanowski, Elizabeth Schirmer, Leonard and 
Adeline Schmidt, Collette Wallace and Pat and 
Dave Wotton. Six of the founding members are 
still involved regularly. We have added some new 
people over the years. Some people have come and 
gone. The Book Club meets next at the home of 
June Cowan on May 15th at 11:45am. The book 
under discussion this time is one of the recent 
Canada Reads nominations, Precious Cargo by 
Craig Davidson. We will also have a discussion on 

whether or not we will 
continue to meet or if 
the time has come to 
“close this chapter” in 
the CFRUC story. 

 
 

Saturday June 23 
 

Urban Retreats Garden Tour 

Riverview Area 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Tickets $15 

 

Manitoba Tea & Craft Sale $5 

11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Riverview Community Centre 

190 Ashland Avenue 

 

For Tickets Contact:  

stmatthewsmaryland.ca  
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Crescent Fort Rouge United Church 

525 Wardlaw Ave at Nassau St N 
Winnipeg, MB R3L 0L9 
Phone: 204-475-6011 
Email: cfruc@mts.net 

Crescent Fort Rouge United Church 

Office hours:  

9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

The Fall newsletter submission deadline is 
August 27. It will be ready for distribution by 
September 9. 

The Newsletter is published four times per year: 
~Beginning of Lent 
~Near the May long weekend 
~Near the Labour Day weekend 
~Beginning of Advent 
 

Recycling News 
The April issue of The Observer had a great 
article on plastics and 
recycling. There are some very 
interesting sustainable 
alternatives on the horizon. 
While we wait, we can do our 
part to reduce the demand for 
single-use items by making re-
usable choices. Between that 
article and the City of 
Winnipeg water and waste website and a chat 
with Recycle Everywhere folks, I learned a few 
new things to share. 

▪ The only disposable coffee cup lids that are 
recyclable are the ones from Starbucks. All 
others have the number 6 in a triangle, which 
indicates polystyrene and they are not currently 
recyclable in Manitoba (they go direct to trash). 

▪ If you remove the covers and any glue binding, 
the remaining pages of a book can be recycled. 

▪ The only glass that can go in the recycle cart is 
unbroken jars, bottles and jugs. No drink 
glasses. 

▪ Frozen juice containers are not recyclable as 
they are made of blended materials. 

▪ And as a reminder – paper towels are not 
recyclable, but they are appreciated in the 
COMPOST! 

Participate in the Faith Commuter Challenge by 

registering  and then walking, biking, busing or 

carpooling to church anytime between June 1st 

to 10th.  Join in a friendly competition amongst 

faith communities in Winnipeg and across 

Canada to see who can have the highest 

participation rate.   

faith.commuterchallenge.ca 

The Campbell’s “Labels for 
Education” program is ending  
June 1st. As announced in 
January 2016, only labels with 
the “Labels for Education” 
logo are accepted. Thanks to all 
who have saved their labels over 
the years. 


